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BlackRock Investment 
Management Australia 
The Sisters of Charity Foundation 
is pleased to announce BlackRock 
Investment Management Australia has 
come on board as the first corporate 
sponsor of the Sisters of Charity 
Foundation Tertiary Scholarship Program 
and will provide funding for three new 
places at universities in Queensland,  
New South Wales and Victoria.

Blackrock is a global leader in investment management, risk management 
and advisory services for institutional and retail clients.  Blackrock 
employs close to 12,500 people in more than 30 countries and is a major 
presence in key global markets, including North and South America, 
Europe, Asia, Africa, the Middle East and Australia.

Blackrock is committed to social change and leverages its funds and 
expertise to drive the efforts of non-government organisations committed 
to building fairer, sustainable communities. Last year Blackrock awarded 
230 grants globally to programs dedicated to environmental sustainability 
and creating brighter futures through educational opportunities.

The Sisters of Charity Foundation is very pleased to have been awarded 
$90,000 over three years to create three new tertiary scholarships at 
leading universities in Victoria, Queensland and New South Wales for 
disadvantaged young people who have lived in out-of-home care.

Our scholarship program is unique because it specifically targets young 
people who have lived in foster care or some other out-of-home care 
arrangement. Research shows less than 3% of young people that have 
lived in foster care go onto higher education compared to around 40% 
of other young people in their early twenties. This participation rate 
is unacceptably low and SoCF is committed to creating educational 
opportunities for deserving young people to fulfil their potential.



Bequest Program
The Sisters of Charity Foundation 
invites you to consider making  
a gift that will be dedicated 
to enabling those plagued by 
disadvantage to build a brighter 
future for themselves and those 
they love.

If you would like more information about  
the Sisters of Charity Foundation Bequest  
Program please contact  

Reba Meagher or Judy Christie  
on 02 9367 1211.

Suicide Prevention Officer Program (QLD)

Employing a suicide prevention officer at the Dr Edward Koch 
Foundation was a key factor in the success of its Far North Queensland 
(FNQ) Suicide Prevention Taskforce, the coordinating body of individuals 
and organisations involved in mental health, suicide prevention and 
bereavement support in the FNQ area. The new appointment was only 
made possible by project funding from the Sisters of Charity Foundation, 
to help the Taskforce in its continued focus on suicide prevention and 
post suicide support in the area and in particular amongst Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander communities.

Sisters of Charity Foundation 
Community Grants Program

Our Patron His Excellency General The Honourable David Hurley AC 
DSC (Ret’d), Governor of New South Wales and Mrs Hurley kindly 
hosted the Sisters of Charity Foundation for an end of year function 
at Government House on the 24th November 2015. The reception 
was generously gifted by our Patron and gave the Foundation a 
unique opportunity to offer a very warm thank you to our donors 
and supporters. We were also joined on the night by several of our 
Community Grant recipients and a number of Sisters of Charity  
Tertiary Scholarship recipients.

The evening was also enthusiastically supported by Sisters of Charity 
which gave our guests the opportunity to mingle with representatives  
of the Congregation who are our inspiration and spiritual guides.

His Excellency General The Honourable David Hurley AC DSC (Ret’d), 
Governor of New South Wales, Mrs Hurley, Ms Kimberley Marsh, 
Western Sydney University, Ms Amber Boatman, Graduate from 
The University of Notre Dame and  Ms Shantell Bennett, Australian 
Catholic University.

Sisters of Charity of Australia - Sr Maureen Heffernan rsc, Sr Libbey Byrne rsc, Sr Deirdre Hickey rsc, Sr Margaret Fitzgerald rsc, Sr Anne Taylor 
rsc, His Excellency General The Honourable David Hurley AC DSC (Ret’d), Governor of New South Wales, Sr Annette Cunliffe rsc, Sr Clare Nolan 
rsc, Congregational Leader, Sr Margaret Beirne rsc, Sr Maureen Walters rsc, Sr Genevieve Walsh rsc.

Government House Function



Junior Top Blokes Mentoring Program (NSW)

The Junior Top Blokes Mentoring Program has been developed to deal 
with the anti-social behaviour and associated mental health issues 
of young men aged between 14 and 17 in the Illawarra Region. It 
comprises an 8 week peer-mentoring program and weekly interactive 
workshops exploring themes of: Risk Taking and Peer Pressure, Mental 
Health, Respectful Relationships, Online Behaviour and Consequences, 
Alcohol and Drugs, Racism, Sexuality and Anger Management.

The Sisters of Charity Foundation grant has enabled the Top 
Blokes Foundation to meet the demand received from schools and 
communities and the feedback from teachers who recommend students 
to the program has been overwhelmingly positive. In fact results show:

96%  of participants stated that they have a better understanding of the 
legal and social implications of inappropriate online behaviour

91%  stated they are now able to identify symptoms of good and poor 
mental health

89%  stated that when feeling down, they know to where to go for help

71%  said they often felt they had a bright future ahead of them

88%  of participants stated that the program had made them rethink 
their drinking and drug consumption

79%  said they had learnt new anger management techniques.

Helping Hoops North Melbourne (VIC)

Migrant refugee children in North Melbourne are learning leadership and 
goal setting skills at the Helping Hoops basketball program and applying 
them to everyday life. The weekly program focuses on building self-esteem, 
aiding social cohesion, installing discipline and promoting a healthy 
lifestyle. Recently, the program saw an increase in female participation in 
an area where the demographic doesn’t traditionally allow young women 
to take part in such activities. Thanks to a funding boost from the Sisters of 
Charity Foundation, Helping Hoops continues to use sport giving children 
and families a sense of confidence, belonging and community. 

Critical Case Program (WA)

The Coalition for Asylum Seekers, Refugees and Detainees is an 
independent not-for-profit organisation working with people of refugee 
background who now live in Western Australia. Since January 2000, CARAD 
has assisted over 5,500 refugees with housing and other vital services such 
as health care, language tuition, small living allowances and advocacy.

The grant from the Sisters of Charity Foundation will enable CARAD 
to continue to provide accommodation to vulnerable asylum seekers 
in the Perth area who are unable to access any other housing. It will 
also contribute to the employment of a Critical Case Manager to assist 
individuals and families to access services or link them to agencies that 
can provide them with the support they need.

The Critical Case Program run by CARAD is directed at one of the most 
vulnerable and marginalised groups in our community; asylum seekers 
who have no other means of support due to their visa situation. This 
program seeks to protect asylum seekers, to assist them to become 
independent Australian residents, and where no other alternative exists,  
to provide them with shelter and other life essentials.

Bushlink (NSW)

Northside Enterprises Inc. has a long and proud history as a community 
based, non-government organisation, serving young people with 
intellectual and/or multiple disabilities and their families on the 
Northern Beaches and lower North Shore areas of Sydney since 1994.

They strive to train, support and assist people with disabilities to gain 
the social, vocational and living skills they need to enhance their quality 
of life and contribute to the community. 

A grant from the Sisters of Charity Foundation will enable Northside 
Enterprises to continue their very successful Bushlink Program.  
Bushlink is an innovative program that offers long term employment 
opportunities for young people with disabilities in bush regeneration 
work - which simultaneously improves the environment and the health 
and well-being of the participants.

A great example of the success of Bushlink can be seen through 
Adrian’s story. Adrian completed his Transition to Work program in late 
2012 but the nature of his disabilities meant he was not suited to open 
employment. Adrian gained a position at Bushlink and has enjoyed 
supported employment for the last two years. Adrian still requires daily 
support to complete his work and may always need to be supported at 
this level. However, the social inclusion, community engagement and 
friendships he has made have greatly increased his confidence and 
skills to participate in community life.



Donation
Your donation to the Sisters of Charity Foundation means the world of difference to people who, through no fault of their own, live with the harsh 
effects of poverty on a daily basis. All donations over $2 are tax deductible.Please visit our WEB site at www.sistersofcharityfoundation.com.au 
to donate online or complete this form and send to Sisters of Charity Foundation, Level 7, 35 Grafton Street, Bondi Junction NSW 2022 

My Details

Title    First Name     Surname  

Street Address      Suburb     State    

Post Code    Country    

Phone number   (        )    E-mail  

Payment Details
Please accept my      Single        Monthly         Quarterly                  tax deductible donation of:  $   

My cheque/money order is enclosed payable to Sisters of Charity Foundation or please debit the amount I’ve indicated from my:

 VISA         MasterCard                 Expiry Date            /          Cardholder Name 

Signature     Card No.                            

I authorise the Sisters of Charity Foundation to deduct this amount from my credit card on receipt of this form. If monthly or quarterly pledge has been ticked please deduct 
this amount from my credit card accordingly. This authority will remain valid until revoked in writing by me or the Sisters of Charity Foundation.

  Send me information about leaving a bequest to the Sisters of Charity Foundation.
  Send me information to set up a regular donation by direct debit.  
  Send me information on how I can give regularly through workplace giving.                   All donations over $2 are tax deductible. Thank you.

The following information is optional but would be helpful  to us in planning for the future.

My gift will be:  

  The residue of my estate         % share of my estate        The sum of  

An item, or items of value (please state)    

The Sisters of Charity Tertiary Education 
program will expand in 2016 with a newly 
created scholarship at the University of 
New South Wales. It will assist a student 
that has lived in out-of-home care achieve 
a life changing opportunity.
We currently have 12 scholarships helping students at The University 
of Sydney, The University of Queensland, The University of Notre Dame, 
The Australian Catholic University and Western Sydney University.

Approximately 2.8% of young people who have lived in out-of-home 
care go onto higher education compared to around 40% of the general 
population. Our program gives deserving young people a real chance to 
achieve their potential and break the cycle of disadvantage.

New Scholarship at the University of  
New South Wales set to commence in 2016.

Ms Laura Goldsmith, Director Development UNSW Foundation and 
Hon Reba Meagher, CEO Sisters of Charity Foundation


